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CHAPTER ONE

POWER IN INTERNATIONAL POLITICS

1. Defenition of Power:

The concept of power is central to politics. It has a wide
range of defenitions. Most modern defenitions agree that
power denotes the capacity to produceintended results.
Specifically, political power is not over nature, material, or
oneself, but over minds and actions of other people. One
may speak aboutpower when its possession or exercise ma.kes
a difference to the behaviour of others, whether of indivi-
duals or states.

“Power” means something similar to the cognate notion
of “influence”. It may be used in all kinds or ways, ranging

from a demonstration or mild application of force to unres-

trained violence (10).

Thus “power” may be sunply defined as “the capacity
to produce intended effects”, or “the ability to influe-
nce the behaviour of others in accordence with one’s
own ends”.

The exercise of a power by a state is to be obsei'ved when
the government of one state, because of the actions or existe-
nse of another, changes its proposed behaviour; the change

may involve an alteration of policy or the maintenance of a

(10) Frankel, p. 118.



policy which without the exercise of power would have been
changed. The ability of a state to impose its will by military
victory is the ultimate measure of power; but it may on the
Contrary be argued that the need to resort to violence demon-
strates a state’s Iac_'k'of power. This arguement gains force in
an age when nuclear weapons contain the threat of total |

destruction for their users(rr),

II. The new concept of Power:

The meaning of power in the contemporary intéfnational
System diﬁ”ers,.invseveré.;l important aspects from its meaning
1in the last cent‘ufy, | )

First, the meaning of military security has completely chan-
ged. With the development of modern missiles and "‘nuclcarl:
Weapons, no state can ensure that jtg tcrriio‘r-y. will: remain

immune to attack, however great its military forces may be.
Second, power today’means..something different in every
set of relations, Power suitable for one purpose or for a set
of similar purposes, adequate for dealing with one state, may
not serve another purpose or relations at all ; In fact it may '
have a negative value, it may become “‘counter productive’ g+
The third chaﬁge has arisen from the growing 1mpqrtéincc_

of the pebple as distinct from their government_s._:Thi‘s new
- phenomenon hasgivenrise to a whole range of compliéat_ion’s_-. |
When a government is unpopular and faces a discontented
population, it becomes dependent on outside support. A di-
vorce between the people and their government enhances the

(x1) Rcynoldi; P.A. Introduction to Internatonal Relations, London 1976 pp. X1§-116.



power also of states unfreindly to the regime. Moreover an
outside attempt to drive a wedge between the rulers and the
ruled can lead to the opposites result by cementing national

soildarity (r2).

¥, Elements of Power:

Apart from its preference, each state has certain elements,
which are called  sometimes czpabilities, that enhance its
position. Capabilities could be defined as that part of a na-

tions resources’ that is available for the pursuit of foreign

~ policy objectives.

Acatalogue of ‘the various dlements that _constitute a
nation resources could be classified under three general head-
ings: | ‘

s internal—-nonhuman..
b. internal-human.

C. external.

A~ Internal-nonhuman: resources are the most obvious

indicators of national resources; they include all natural
and manufactured material, the industrial capacity and

the economic and financial status of the country, its
geography its size and location. It also includes state’s
dependence on trade and its level of technolog—, and its
economic structure and s'tability.

B- Internal-human resources include the qualitative and

quantitative characteristics of the nation’s population,

particularly that section of it which is directly involved

m the government and the armed forces. It also involves

(12) Frankel, pp. 122-123.
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things as national spirit and morale as well as the size,

structure, skills and trends of the population.

C- External resources are additional to internal resources
acquired from other states, especially from allies. This
element also includes the nature of the state’s interna-

~tional environment, ‘ethically, - legally. institutionally,
diplomatically and the quality and range of interaction
between state’s domestic and international environment.
(13)
Speaking 1 more detailes one could make another classi-
_fication of the elements affecting the strength and security of
states. Under this classifications the elements of power could
be d1v1dcd into the followwgs
Geographic Factor:

One of the most obvious and constant factors of national
power is geography. The size of a state implies the existence
of a largc populatlon base, natural resources and communi-
cations networks. In the past, great size taken in conJunctlon
with weapons and strategles enabled states to buy time with
space. But size in itself does not necessarily assure power
unless a state is able to harness its natural resources, organise
its population and creat:effective political, economiic and
social organisétionj. s

Power is also dependent on location and on the nature of

 a state’s frontiers conditions.

The close connection between geography and foreign policy

has given rise to “geopolitics’ or as some writers prefer to

13) Chatterjee P. Arms, Alliance and Stability, London p. 46-47.
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»call it “political geography”. Geopolitics is the analysis of

state policy in terms of physical space.

However this factor is gradually losing much of its former
significance due to development.in the fields of technology,

communications, transportation and military science.

2. Demographic Factors:

It is difficult to determine the relationship between popula-
tion and national power. Considered alone, population deter-
mines very little. The importance of population as a source
of nattonal power lies in jts dependence upon other factors,
such as education, trainirg, skills and motivation. Moreover,
the technological gap betiveen the West and the more popul-
ated states of Asia and Africa is narrowirg with the spread of
education and training, which in turn means that these deve-
loping countries could in few years time overcome their tech-

nological inferiority.

Nevertheless, it remains a fact that powerful nations are
the most populous on the earth. It is very difficult to wage
bmited war and sustain military effectiveness and economic
production withqut reliance on a large population.

3. Natural Resources:

Natural resources contribute significantly to the exercise
of national power. Possession of or access tofoodstufs, oil,'iron,
coal, steel and rubber is particularly crucial as a determinant
of natipnal power. The importance of natural resources
could rise even highly if 1t was coupled with technolbgical
skill. '

A nation may use its resources to reward freinds or punish

s



enemies. Yet the lack of natural resources may push states
to acquire them thrdugh Conqlzést, or coIom'a-lism. '
4. Technology:

Technelegy contributes not only to war but also to science

and human welfare. Technolegy means organised knowledge

and know-how. It contribiites to the buildirg of mﬂic'ary,

weapons and to the betterment of human life.

5. Military Power:

One of the most obvious dimensions of national power is

military capability. All states mainatin military establishmen--

tsinorder to cope with threats of outside aggression.Théstren-
gth of any military establishiment depends upon such consi-
derations as the number of people in uniform, the percentage
of peoplle of military age and in uniform to the population
as a whole, the quality of traimurg and armaments acqured
by armues, the morale of personnel and the qualty of leader-

Sh:.p.

€. National Morale:

By nationalmorale we mean the degree of trust and support
whuch peoplegiveto their government in pursuingits puolicies,
In-bth_er words it signifies willingness to subordinate personal
interests to public welfare.

Willirgness to support. governmental policies and endure
hardships 'during wartime has a positive effect not only on

the armed forces but also on the diplomatic service. Low

~ morale among fighting troops can impair their combat effec-

tiveness. [

€
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Signs of disunity with:in’- 'the civilian population can seti-
ously undermine national . power and adversely affect forelcrnA
policy.

- Morale deriotes the spirit of sacrifice, courage, loyalty,
cohes'ivenessf and respect for leadership. As such; morale is
closely related to ideclcgy. Men fight fc1 :deals ard to preser-
ve their ideclcgics cr political Eelief. In the erd high morale
erzakles tke 'g_cverrrr.ent to devote a greater preperticn of
raticrel rescurces to the attairment of fereign policy chjec-

tives, particularly durirg periods of crises. .

o Govemmentai Orgamzatlon ami Admzmstrai:lon' |

An effective goverpmental—adnumstratrve system is another
imp crtant element of national power. What 1s the attitude of
the people towards their government ? Are the people loyal
to 1t and wallirg to support it? Do the various governmental

agencres cooperate with each other? Does the government

| allocate its resources W1ser?Are civil servents trustworthyand

efficient? Answer to such qquestions obwously vary from
country to country Many nations are ‘weak because of the
lack of specialists and competent adrministration. They suffer
from common weakriess such as an apétiretic public; official

‘cofruption and tmskllled personnel( 14).

Rules governing the analysis and uge of capabxhtzesa- '

Severa.l genelal rules shoula govern the analysrs of capa-
bilities. '

(14) SeeWinter, H,, aud Bellow, T, Peopie and uhtlcz, PP. -433-435. And Abanan

G. anszsauantContemporasyPohdquystem,Ungz—_328.



Most important of them are the followings:

I.

States should not always concentrate upon measurable
elements and neglect the non—-measurable ones. A defec-
iet in one element should be overcome by increasing the
importance of another and quantity should always be
qualified by quality.

States should try to benefit from all its capabilites and
elements of power by mixing them altogether. A defici-
ency in one capability may destroy the value of othe

capabilities depending on it.

. States should always be ready to mobilize all its resources.

A time-lag in mobilization procedures can make crucial

differences.

Policy makers should always bear in mind the continu-

ing changes in the relative importance of the various
elements. An elemént wich is sound today may become
extremely precarious if an element, in which a state

was weak, rises in importance. (15)

&«

(1s) Franke p 1a9-130.
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CHAPTER TWO

THE CONTROL OF POWER

I- The Balance of Power:

The balance of power concept is old as that of the state.
It wasknown and emploved in ancient Greece, Mesopotamia,
Egypt, India and China.

The concept of the balance of power has become a major
feature of international relations since the rise of the modern
nation-state and especially after the Treaty of Westphalia of

1648. Its first application in Europe was in the Italian state

system of fifteenth century. Later on it dominated rela-
tions among such members of the European state system as
France, Britain, Prusia, Austria-Hungary, Italy, Germany,
and Russia.

What does “balance of Power” mean? % 4iv

The concept has been defined in various ways by students
of International relations. One of them defines it as an “equvi-
librium” resulting from the formation of “alliances and coun-
ter—alliances, treaties of guarantee and neutralisation’ which
under favourable conditions produces “ a certain amount of

stability in international relations”. Another writer states
that whenever the concept is used in its most general sense

it means approximately equal distribution of power among
sovereign statcs.
-Balabnce of power in multi-state system may be regarded

as the:process in which a state seeks to maximize its power

9




by achievirg dominance or preponderance of power over

itsopponents.Since the Balance of power is never in a condi-
tion of exact eqm11b11urn statesmen have always sought not

only to maintain, but also to increase their power.

Balance of Power and Peace:

It has been argued that the balance of power systemn is
conducive to peace. Although there is substantial evidence
in support of this argument, the fact remains that a precar-

ious balance of power may keep the peace for a time but in

~ the long run cannot deter an aggressor who sees advantage

in changirg thestatus quo. lhebalance cf power could be con-
‘ducive to peace if several conditions are present. These condl-

\

tions are:
First, if nations are dedlcated to the preservation of the
status quo.

‘Second, If non-expansionist states hold the preponderance

of power,

Third, if states which have vested interest in preservirg the
balance cf power are wﬂlmg to go to war to prevent others
from cha*gn"g the balance and endar gering their vital

interests,

Fourth, the balance of power can ensure peace if a nation.
A% 2
outside the power system is willicg to play the role of balariter

by throwing its weight behind the weaker bloc of nations
in order to check the aggressor (16).

(x6) Abcarian 4rd Masannt P, 329,
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Methads cmployed in the Balance of Power:

Essentially, the balance of power 1s a process of checking
power with counterpower. Many states seek to protect their
vital Interests and to avoid war by pursuing balance of power
strategies designed to vprevent a would be‘aggressor from ach-
leving overwhelming strength. These strategies are in fact
the modern methods employed in the Balance of power.

The most important methods are:

t. Alliances:

The most obvious preventive method is forming alliance
system with state pursuing common interéests and willing to
take concerted action. An alliance is a treaty which provides
for combined action on the part of two or more states to repel
or to defeat a potential aggressor if the cflort to deter fails.

Under the alliance system every member binds itself to mutu-

al assistance.

2. CGompensation:

Another method of maintaing the balance of power is
through compensation. This technique was commonly used
in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. The best illustra-
tion was in the Jate nineteenth and early: twentieeth century
when European powcrs agreed on a delimitation of spheres

of influence in Africa and Asix.

3. Buffer States Or Zones:

This method sometimes play an important role in mainta-
inirg a balance of power system. The rationale behind the
creation of a bufler zone is to neutralise, by mutual consent,

RERY



~a-weak but strategic state so that no unilateral control o1

occupancy will occu;.

4. Armaments:

‘Armanents serve as another factor in the balance of _pbwcr.
The armament race between: the United States and the
Soviet Unson 15 an ilustration of states aiming not only at
- military parity but also at superiority. An unstable balance
‘of power usually results. Recognition of unstable conditions
A_ prompts states to enter into disarmament negotiations in
order to establish a balance ofpower or a stable peace.

5. Divide and rule: | |
~ This technique is one of the oldest methods of balancing pow-

er. This. approach depends on the -ability of a nation or a
a bloc of nations to keep their competitors divided or weak. (17

THE BALANCE OF TERROR;

The ba]aricc: of power has undergone radical transform-
ation since the end of the Second World War. The United
States and the Soviet Union have emerged as nuclear super-
.pdwers with power capabilities exceeding all other nations
or combinations. What followed was a bipolar S'y‘stem.. The
balance of terror between East and West gives some assura-
nce of peaceand secﬁri_tysincc mutual deterrence power tends
to diScou;f?.ge the initiation of nuclear war. Fear of national
destruction and posstbly of humanity as a whole constitutes
a strong incentive to avert a nuclear holocaust. Indeed the
fear that humanity may be brought to the brink of total des-

17) Ibid pp. 331~332. e
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truction has prompted the Superpowers to take certain steps

towards armgs control.

As atomic weapons proliferate and nations such as China,
India, France, Germany and others join the nuclear club and
realise their nuclear capacity, we may see the transformation
of the present bipolarity into multipolarity. Such a trans-
formation would add to the risk of nuclear holocaust because
the number of states that could trigger nuclear war is vastly
increasing. The small powers may not attain great power
status, but armed with nuclear weapons they could subject
the world to varying degress of political blackmail. There is
danger that a small power might covertly precipitate a war
between the great power given the difficulty of pinpointing
the source of a surprise nuclear attack. Thus multipolarity is

undoubtedly increasing the matkmatical prospects of war.(18)

IT - Collective Security:

‘

Collective Security 1s a system in which aggressive nations
will be met by the collective action of the international com-
munity. These defensive measures to check aggression may

or may not include the use of force. (19)

Collective security is an innovation stemmirg from the
€xperience of the First’ World War. It was launched as the
basis of a new international system no lorger based upon the
the balance of power. This system was established in accoi-
dance with chapter seven of the UnitednNations’ Charter

(18) Ibid pr. 330.

19) Jordan D. World Politics in ous Time, USA. 1970 pp. 121-124.
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which stated that it will be concerned with “action with res-
pect to threats to peace, bredches of peace and acts of aggres-‘ _
- sion”.(20)
_As'sumpuons of ACollectiv‘e Secunty System:

“The idea of collective security rests upon five assumptions
that must prove to be correct if the idea is to work out in
practice.

These assumptions ar€: -

I.

In any armed combat, a]l nations will agree on whlch
combatant is the aggressor. What’s more, they will reach
this agreement immediately, since rapid and united ac-

~tion is necessary if aggression is to be brought to a halt
« bef‘ore extensive damage is done. D
All nations are equally interested in stopping aggression

from whatever source it comes. Preventing aggression is

a value which overrides all other in international rela-

tions. Neither friendship nor economic advantage will
stand in the way of action against an aggressor. '
All nations are equally free and able to join in action

~ against an aggressor. -
~The combined power of the co]lect1v1ty, 1.e. of all the

‘nations i the world except the aggressor, will be great
‘enough to overwhelm the aggressor. '

Knowing that overwhelming power stands ready to be
used against 1t, an aggressor nation will either sheathe

. its sword or go down in defeat, 21

(20) Frankel P, 2,09

(31) Organsks A, Collective Security “in Mchlllam W. C:hn and contmmty in World
Politics (ed) USA 1973 pp 304-417
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‘The Collective Security System in Practice:

In examirg the historical record of collective security
one would notice that the world was never close to

developirg an effective collective security system. This
‘was  because the three historical attempts at collective
security, The league of Nations, The United Nations and
The Organization of American States, were not really com-

plete collective security systems.

The League did not meet the required conditions because
key powers were not members in it; thus, the Lasic univer-
saIity-fequirement was not met. The United Nations does
not meet the conditions because of the veto power which
enablesanyof the permenant members of the Security Counc-
il to block the use of collective force. The Organisation of
American states also fails to qual:fy because one of the mem-
bers of the organization the USA, has sufficient pov\vcr to
successfully resist the ccmbined force of all other member

states(22).

HI - Disarmament:
Disarmamentis another approach to world peace problem.
Thos{e' who believe in it argue that a ‘world totally free of.
‘arms maymake war impossible as well as painless. According
to this idea one can define disarment as:
“The reduction or abelition of armaments. It may be

unilateral or multilateral ; general or local; compre-
kensive or partial; controlled ox uncontrolled; quan-

tative and qualitative; voluntary or enforced?.

s

‘(22) Tordan Ibid,

L



Lfforts to achicve complete, or even partial disarmament,
still face enormous dificultics. Aftcr a long and protracted
attempts to achicve complete and general disarmament, it
became clear that partial disarmamentwas the best theworld
could hope for in the rncar future. This was not only because
of the difficultics to achieve such an objective, but also beca-
use of the belicf that total disarmament might be undesirable
because it would produce great political tension and mutual
mistrust. Suspicion of deception and violation would abound,
as the assured retaliatory potential of the niajor powers did
not exist. As a result the major powers reversed to the policy
of arms control. Belicvers m this method argue that a niore
rcalistic way to ease international tension is by theskilful man-
agement of arms policy. Thus, arms control has been defined
as; ‘“ the restraint internationally exercised upon
“armaments policy, whether in respect of the level of

armaments, their character, development and use”.

¢




CHAPTER THREE

THE OBJECTIVES OF STATES IN WORLD POLITICS _

States have wide range of objectives. In calssifying these
objectives fhere are many methods. One method is to disting-
uish among military, economic, political and ideological

- objectives. But we are going to study objectives as divided
into three categories, short, middle and long range objectives.

Short Range Objectives:

These objectives are in fact called by some writers as “Core
or Essential” values and interests, to which governments
and nations commt their very existence, and which must
be preserved or extended at all times. These ohjectives could
also be described as those kindes of goals for which most people
are willing to make ultimate sacrifices. They' usually become
the basic principles of foreign policy and articles of faith that
societies accept them uncfiﬁcally( I).

Essential (core) interests and values are usually related to
sclf-preservation of a political unit. They are called short

range objectives because other objectives cannot be achxeved

unless the pohucal units pursuing them maintain their: own,
existence. e

Anotheressential objective of any foreign policy isto enéure
defense of the home territory and perpetutate a particular
political, social and euonormc system based on that territory.

(x) Holsti p. 137.



Some governments regard controlling or defending neigh- -

bouring territories as an essential objective. This 1s because
they believe that major threats to their own territorial inte-
grity might materialise through adjacent Jands.

In the end achievement of favourable strategic frontier
has been a traditional short-run policy objective to which

states have been willing to commit great resources.(2)

Middle Range Objectives:

There are three types of middle-range objectives. The
first type of middJe rarge objectives would include the atte-
mpts of governments to meet public and private demands
and needs through international action. Social welfare and
economuc development —a primary goal of all governmants .n
our era—cannot be achieved unless states interact with others.
To .ncreas social welfare states mu:t cooperate with each
other to ensure the flow of trade, foreign aid, access to com-
munications facilities and sources of supply as well as foreign
markets.(3) '

The second type of middle range objéctives is to increase
a state presitge m the international system. In the past, as

today, this was done primarily through diplomatic ceremo-

nial and displays of military capabilities. But increasingly

in our era prestige is measured by levels of industrial develop-
ment and scientific and technological skills. In fact develop-

ing countries usually undertake massive development pro-

@ Ihid.

(3) Tbid pp. 139-40. i
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grammes in order to rajse their international prestiges as
well as responding to domestic pressures for higher standards
of living. Thus developmcnt has become one of the great na-
tional goals of our time and is sought through committing all
national resources.

Long-range objectives are those plans, dreams and visions
concerning the ultimate politica] or ideological organisation
of the international System, rules governing relations in that



reconstruct an entire international systeml. according to a
plan or vision. In other words long-

 universal applicable
es the destruction and construction

~ range objectives includ
of an established international order, with the hope of creat-

ing a new order(4).

Impe erizlisma:

Impemahsm, or colonial expansion, denotes the practice,

by a country, of acqu1r1ng nd administering colonies and

dependenc1es after it has achieved national ur
ked upon commeraal or industrial expansio
nce it shows the desire to seck additional power.

ity and embar-
n. Thus in its

esse It may
| élso derive from psychologlcal and cultural forces that

honour or greatness.But the most

drive

men to seek power, plestlge,
mo‘uvatlon of nations seeking ter ritorial expansmn

which usually

dominant
is the desire to gain €conomic advantages,

leeds to political control especially in weak and developing

countries.
Imperialism, however, does not always mean occupation
of foreign territory. It may take the form of see'kin_g advant-

age, including access to raw materigls, markets, and trade
routes,
ordmary trade ot diplomacy(5)-

Ideological self-extension is alsoa modern form of imperi-

alism; where agents of a state undertake to promote its own

whxch an imperialist state cannot achleve through

soao—econom.tc-pohtlcai values abroad (6).

(4) Holsti ibid.
() Grieves, Fil. ¢ « Conflict end Order, USA, 1977, p- 207.

(6) Holsti. p. I41. . ‘ L




The Age of meeriism
Although some writers argue that imperzalism is as old as

human political organisation, one cannot escape the belief
that actual imperialism began in the fourteenth century.

Imperialism, therefore could be divided into two major

periods:

The Srst peried of imperial expansion go back to the
time when dynanic states began to develop in Europe and to
look outward. The emergence of strong competing govern-
ments 1n England, France, Spam and Portugal stimulated
the * age of discovery”. Explorers were folléwed by settlers,

who moved to settle and exploite the new world.

Religion, adventure, and greed were the main factors that
motivated European colonisation of the different parts of the
world(%). This period of 1mperial expansion came to an ead

by the beginning of the nineteenth century.

The second peried of imperialism could be dated at the
late 1800s. Having lost the Americas, the European states

turned their attention towards Africa and Asia. As a result

many ‘“‘empires”were created in Europe.

The empires created during this second period were severly
shaken by World War I, and after World War II the process
of breaking apart which was already under way, proceeded
quite rapidly. The main characteristic of this perisd “was
the belief of the European states that colonies were essential

to the ballance of power system.

7 Grieves pp. 205-208, ——— 2 /



CHAPTER FOUR

MEANS OF ACHIEVING OBJECTIVES

1. Diplomacy:

~ Diplomacy is “the management of interntional relations
by means of negotiation”. Through diplomacy, state negotiate
military alliances, trade agreements, peace treaties, disar-
mament, and the establishment of International organiza-
tions. Diplomatic success depends as much upon the skill
and personality of the diplomat and his understanding of the
Opponent’s ability as it does on his response to promises of
rewards or threats of punishment. It also depends upon the
ﬂéxibﬂity of foreign policy and the fange of agreement betw-
een negotiators. In short, diplomacy may be described as

“the business of communicating between governments”.

Formal relationships between sovereign states are effected
by the exchange of official diplomatic “missions” composed
~of ambassadors, ministers, ministers resident, and charges
d’affaires. The level of diplomatic representation between
two states is a matter upon which both states‘_must agree.
Diplomatic officials’ enjoy certain immunities. They have
complete freedom of communication with their home govern-
ment. On the other hand, they are not 'perm'itted to i'nterferﬁ
with the internal political processes of the host gov‘ernmen't.

Diplomatic representatives perform a variety of functions.
First, they protect and advance the interests of their country.



Secomd, they gather informations essential to the formula-
tion of foreign policy decisions and evaluate the objectives of
other countries and the resources available for meeting them. |
Third, they observe and report events in the country which
may be of interest to thelr government. Finally, they provide
information and answer questions about their country to the

people of the government to which they are accredited.
Prior to World War I diplomacy was mainly secret.

The emergence of open diplomacy in the twentieth cen-
tury means that the public has come to play a greater role
in governmental processes and that public support for major

foreign policy decisions is essential.

\

Diplomacy has increasirgly become multilateral. The
deliberations of the United Nations, where many nations
participate in open discussion of major international probl-

ems, is the most visible example. ‘

Another feature of diplomacy is the use of summit confere-
nces attended by heads of state who engage in direct negotia-

tion of international disputes.(8)

2, Propaganda:

By propaganda we generally mean any systematic deli-
berate attempts to affect the minds, emotions and actions of
of a given group for public purposes. International propag-
anda differes from diplomacy that 1t is directed to the people

of other states, its effect on goverments is therefore only

(8) See, Van Dyke, International Politics, USA tg72. pp. 185

-188 And Abcarian and Masnte

nat, pp 336-37. L
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incidental. Thus international propaganda is a form of verbal
intervention in the affairs of other states which was impos-
sible on an extensive scale until the evolution of the modern

means of communications, especially the radio(qg).

As a result of the revolution in the media of communicat-
ions the use of propaganda as an instrument of foreign policy
has been intensified. The usc of information agencies, libraries
radio broadcasts, films and newspapers has become universal.

Governments use their cultural attaches abroad to praise
their own countries through the use of films, books, slides and
lectures. More recently, international fairs, exhibits and
sports have been employed by various governments to present

favourable images of themselves and themr achievements.

In an era in which public opinion can affect diplomacy,
propaganda will continue to play an important role in inter-

nnational politics (10).

f. Eco_nomic Instruments:

By economic instruments we mean the reliance by states
upon economic resources and putting them in the service of
foreign policy. This factor gained importance as a result of
the fact that modern nations are politically and technologi-
cally interdependent, and that they need each others resou-
rces and commodities in order to sustain \_}iable economies.
Some economic systems are particularly dependent upon

external markets and sources of supply and could not func-

(9) Frankel, p. 156-57.
- (19) Abcarian and Masannat , pp 2338-39. o
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tion for more than a few wecks if they were cut oif from the
rest of the world. Thus such states tend to behave in a way
that would keep international markets, as well as sources of
materials open to them.

Yet developing countries try to use their possession of rate
and raw minerals and materials to wield effective interna-
tional influence(r1).

Another important instrument of foreign policyis economic
aid. Economic aid, particularly technical assistance, plays a
very important role in the policies of the major pOwers,
especially the United States and the Soviet Union. Foreign
gssistanée programmes vary from Joans and grants to tech-

nical and military aid.(12)

4. Military intervention:

State can never rerr;ain entirely indifferent to the domestic
affairs of other states and occasionally they find it necessary
or convenient to interfere in them to obtain their objectives
or defend their interests. They are especially prone to do so
when they wish to promote social values and ideologies in
other countries.

Intervention is extremely broad and loose concept which
describes all sorts of interference in the domestic affairs of
other states. No precise political definition can be suggested ;
international lawyers have been concerned mainly with types
of cases in which intervention is directed against the govern-

ment of the country and involves the use of force. Interven-

(xx) Holsti, pp. 240-41.
(12) Abcarian and Masannat, p. 339. 2 5
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‘tioncould therefore be classified according to the amount of

force employed and the seriousness of the action, and also ' |
according to whether they are undertaken by the super-

Powers or other states. Thus, intervention is an unfreindly
Instrument of foreign policy.

Another, and more recent form of intervention is subver-

. . . . . ° . .
s1om. Subversion is more SCrious, since it involves the use of

force, although only by proxy,
the Suppoyt for any rebellious
local government or breakirg

through others. It dennotes
activity aimihg at replacing
up the unity of the state (13).

~ (x3) Frankel, P. 160, ‘ . |
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DS that suited the BeiGish , whe woreied that Fronee mishy ence again
dominate Foacope apd threaten them oy 8 badd undec Napoieon, The selzure ot
power m Russia by Lenin s Bolsheviks fo 1918 alse prowpicd | opdon and
Paris to tolerate Germag vevitalization. The French werve especinliy alaened
by the specter of commuauist ideotopy combined with Russian miliiary mighi
and saw a rearmed Gevmany as a bubwark spainst the “Red mensce”, For the
British and French, these balance —of power maneavers constituted a near —

fatal mistake.

World War 1 was another reason why great Britain and France did not
seriously try to restrain i‘kvsttrgeﬂ!“ Cermany. The two victors had each lost
almost an entive generation of young men. When Adolph Hitler came in
power (1833) and rearmed his country, Greal Britain and France had no wiil
to resist hon. The Munich Conference (1938) became synonvmous with this
fack of will. In that conference, Greatl Briiain and France gave way to Hitler s
demands for the annexation of part of Czechoslovakia based on the faise hope
of British prime minister Neville chamberlain and other leaders that an

appeasement policy toward Germany wonld satisfy it and maintain the peace =

The Rise of Noon-European Powers

While all this was happening i furope, the rest of the world
conunupity expanded and cimﬂgc—d duriag the first 40 vears of iixé 20%
century. Some states gained independence; other existing 3tafes, es'pecia!!y
Japan and the United Statt:s; g:gra(.h{aHy hegmim play a more ~signriﬁ‘cant roje
und to wndercut Foropean domination of the international system. China

began the century saddled with 2 decaviag bmperis! government and foreigu







domination, but it overthrew ity emperor m 19911 and started a long sivuggie
to rid iseli of foreign donunation and 1o reestablish ifs role as o major power.
Adso during the fiest four decudes of the contury, the League of Nafions was
established, and many non-Koropess vountries becanie active in world
diplomacy through membership in the feague. Although intermational
veiations still focused on Burope during the early decades of the 1900s, a shift
was under way. The voices of Afrien, Asia, und Latin America began fo be
heard, and fwo noo-Furopean powers, ¢he Uniied States and Japan, readied

themselves to take center stage,

The Cotld War and the Bipolar Sysiem

World war {1 was a tragedy of unequuied proportions. 1t is alse marked
major changes in the pature and 4‘;;}1—75";15&;;; i the wovld political systemn. On
the political froni, 2 series of shifts in the system occurred in the decades after
{945 that involved fhe actors and, iai'deed, the ';ml::a} structure of the system
itsell. World war 11 finally destroyed the Furopean -based multi-polar
structure. It was replaced by a bipolar system dominated by the Seviet Union
and the United States, To those who experienced its apgaished intensity, the
hostility between the two super powers seemed (o angur an unending future of
bipolar confrontation and peril. As i often frue, the view that the present will
also be the fnture proved shortsighted. The bipolar era was brief. Siguificant

cracks in the structure werve evident by the 1968s; by 1992 it was history,

The rise and decline of the bipolar systen .

World war i1 devasiated rmaost of the existing major actors, in their

piace, the United States cerged as a miditary and economic super power and







the jeader of one power pole, The Soviet Union, thongh ncredibly damaged,
emerged us the super power leader of the other pale. The USSH pever
matehed the United States econamicatly, bat the soviets possessed a huge
conventional armed forces, a seemingly threatening alcology, asd by 1544
atomic weapon. The uneasy ailinnee thar had existed between the United
states and the Sovier Union during woeld war 11, followed by suspicious
mancuvering during the fivst few years after the wae, was replaced by overt
hosiility. Indeed, the rivalry that divided mueh of the world inte wo
antagonistic spheres waus so bitter that it became known as the cold war,

copflict with the hutred but vot the militavy clashes of a “hot war”,

The exact causes of the confrontaticn termed the cold war are complex
and coniroversinl. 1t is safe to say, !?;_s*.Awm-'er., thai varying ceonomic and
political interest and the power vacuum created by ithe collapse of the old
balance —of — power struciure created 2 bipolar system in which a great deu!
of world politics wuas cenfered on the confrontation belween the two super

POWErS,

The American reaction o ihe perceived world soviet / communist threat
was the containment doctrme. This principle trapsformed U.S. foreign policy
from a prewar norm of iselationism to post wz; ¥ globalize, a policy of opposing
the Soviet Union (and fater communist China) diplomatically and militarily

avound the world. The United States sponsored a number of regionai

~alliances, most noisbly tiw_‘ North Atlantic Treaty Organization, (NATO,

established in 1949). The soviei responded in 1955 with the Warsaw Treaty
Organizaiion (or Warsaw Pact). Both sides also vied for power in the

developing countries (known as fhe Third Worldy, and both Soviet and

30
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Despite intense rivalty marked by nantgal car ammnd haived, the veality

that both super powers possessed nuclear weapons asusty Jed then (o aveid
direct confrontations. OfF the few that did oceur, the seaviost was the Cuban
missile crisis of 1962, The soviets fad begue Building nuelear missile sites in

Cuba, and President John F. Kennedy risked nuciear war o foree them oul,

The containment docirine also led i 1he U involvement in Vielnan,
Vietnamese forces led by mnationalist/conimuniss fo Ohi Minh defeated
Frances colonial army in 1954 and achicved idependence. But the country
was divided between Ho s forces in the north and aondenocratic, pro-
Western government in the south, The stregele for a wanilied Vietnaw S;efas‘s,sx
resumed, and the Unired States intervened militusily 01964, The war guickly
became a domestic travma for Americans as casualfies wounted on both sides.
Perbaps the most effective symbol of opposition {6 the war was the desth in
May 1970 of four students at Kent University during chishies hetween antiwar
demonstrators and the Ghio National Guard, War- weariness finally led to u
complete U.S, disengagement. Within a short time Ho s forces trinmphed and

Yietnam was unified in 1975,

Vietram caused a nember of important changes in Ainerican atiitades,
Upne was increased resistanee i the cold war wrge o fighi OmmuRisn
everywhere, Second, Americans saw move clearly that the bigmi‘ar system was
crinmbling, especially as relations between the Sovier Usion and China

deteriorated,
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the changing balapve of power, especiaily fhe rise of China, and moved fo
umprove relations through o policy of detente with Moseow and Beijing, They
ehme  to shmilar  vealpalitik conclusions  ahout  the Changing  power
eoaliguraton of the international system and soaght improved relations with

Washingion.

Phe nd of the Bipoiar hyuiem

Durieg 2'25,;: T and eurly 1980 relations between Moscow und
Wishington continned to warm, slowly ai firsi, then more vapilly. Milchail &
Garbachiey became the Soviet leader tn 1945 and institwted range of reforms
desipnred to ease the Soviet Union s oppressive political sysiem vestructure its
B oriented bureancraiic and eeonomie system. While Gorbachiey s goals were
Hmited, he tried to open  the closed communist Soviet Union and unleashed

forees that were bevond his control,

Gorbachev sbso sought better relations with the West in an effort to
reduce the military s burdensome share of the USSR cconocmy, {0 receive

more favorable trade terms, and to gencrate other coanomic benefits, Amony

other things, Gorbuachev announced that the USSR was willing {o let Easters
Europeans follow their own domestic polivies, They responded by moving
guickly to escape Moscow » orbit. This was sy mbuolized most dramaticaily in

Fast Germany, where the communisi government {ell apart rapidly. Fast
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4 it owas hard fo believe thar, ibe Soviet Huiun was nexi, H soon collapsed
as its constitwent republics decluved iheir mdependence. On Devember 25,
s 4

1991 Gorbachev resigned as president of 4 country that oo longer gxisted,

That evening, the Soviet flag was lowered for the kst (ime from ihe Kremiin s

top and replaced by the ved, white ,and blue Russize fav. The Soviet Laion
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The 21 Ceniu aF

The Creation of a New System

N 1. _ BT e L haa R S
Uhe Srsctuire of Power i the 217 {ranturs

Therc are a aumber of fraportani changes oconrring in (he shape of the
b ey l

international sysfem. A new polar structure is emergivg, the Wesiers

. orientation of the system iy weakening, and the awtharity of the stafe is bemng
chalienged from without and from within,







Polar Stracturs
vlearly fhe bipolar system is gone. Wha net cerinin is bow i
{'Eiiéfélifié_iif‘?if{- fi’ Lirye !3? ,!hg \1(!%‘\#?;51) f,“{"‘-";-g'c"i,ii \“g:{‘ii",iii it Izﬁi 5{:2}{3; WoR ggj
agree, the view here iy that, what exists e he fret decade of ihe 21 contury is

hest deseribed as a fmdved vnil-polar system what is struggling te beconie 2

ke —polar system,

A Usipolar Moment Just before the Soviet Union s tinal coliapse,
analyst Charles Krauthammer wrote an arcticle entitled “The Unipolar
Vioment”. In il, he argued that the whdespread assumption that “the ofd
immi‘u world wauld beget a wultiplier wortd with pawer dispersed among
several countries was wrong”, “Fhe immediate post - cold war world is no

muttipolar,” he observed. “¥ is wnipolar. The center of world power is the

~anchatlenged superpower, the naited states”

Many other avalysts scoffed af Krasthammer s view and some still do,
bt he had a point. Since then, U.S, global economiv dominance has Zrown
further, especially as Japan and Europe have struggied, Mititarily, U.5. arms
with allied support have won many wars. This mostly attributed to the vas

and growing lead of 1.8, anititary rechnology,

Gthers concur with Krauthammer « view that s unipolar system exists,
For ene, scholar Josenh Nve, has writien of the u siied states that “not since
Rome has one pation jsomed e farge above the others”, Nye u!ﬁsserves that the
L.5. status as the hegemonic pewer is net just based on miliiary dominance.

mstead | he quotes the nbwnxxémn of Franee 3 foreigy minister th

b
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supremacy today extends o ihe economy, carrency, military areas, lifestyle,






nengse, and the prodocis ol mess Veiere hai menuate ia epiak. desvimRIE
thosuht aud fascinatg even the epemles ol the Uiied Slatis

Phe Multipoiar Liree Tiece is sooretiiing in the batunce - of power nature o
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ihe ipternationad svsterns dhad does nof fEe smpaiarity. 100N GQOEMINEBCY

rankles many couivies, wihether they were aibes, envnles, o1 neutrals in ihe

v ocold war era. As evidence, consider the tollowing three statvments, all made

within three days in mid-2003, In Moscow Russia s President Viadimie Putin,
with China s President Hu Jintzo av bis side, fold reporters that the two
teaders believed that “the worki pvder can and should be mubtipolar™. The
vilowing day , some 2,708 miles 10 the southeast in New Dethy Prime Minsier
Shri Atal Bebart Vaipavee of India commented that b discussions with
visiting German Chancellor ifézvz;‘%n;}rai sehyocder made B clear that “our fwe
countries....., share a vision of 2 ceoperative mumitipoiur world eorder”, Ans
twe days after that | over 4000 miles to the 5;&)3‘?33%’%5%’ i France , President
Jacques Chirae assured the press, * 1 have no doubts whatsoever that ihe
multipolar visionof the world that 1 have delended for sumetime is certainly

suppurted by s large maiority of countries thranghout the worid”,

These expressions of sapport for o wmaliipolay world by the leaders of

China, France, Germany, fodia, and Ruscia do not mean that the loaders are

anti- American, mevely anti-unipolavity. The ceason i é:i‘ at a wurid in which
there is one dominant power, the united states sa ihis case, is an international

system in which ali vther conatries are ot least partly subordinate,

Limited Unipoiarity There Is no procise e where nnripolarily begins

and ends, which 15 one veason why not all agvee that the world s anipolar
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vow, Perbaps s sore accncate io depiet the curvend state of affairs as a
tiited andpolar sysiem, which means that one power cenfer dominates, but
the extent of that contral is restrained, In the curvent internstional svstem,
there are many resirais on VLS power, The wost haportani of these pesult
the extensive degree (o which the wuited states, Bike all cooniries, is
miteriwined with and reliant on other countries, For example, the U.S. war an
terrorism will ke dittde progress suless oiber countries cooperate i
wlentifying and avresting tervarists within their borders and dismantiing the
Financial networks on which terrovists oiten redy. Simmiiarly, the US, economy
may be the world s most powerful, but it depends heavily on favorable trade
relutionships with other conntries for its prosperily. A third example, involves
the frequent US. nwed for diplomatic support. The simmering erisis with
North Korea is likely to be resolved much more easily if the z@ gion s couniries,
especially China, coeperate with Washingion i persnading Pyongyang to
desist from builiding auclear weapons. The point is that because the Upited
Btates frequently benefits from %‘m\, couperation of otiiers, H can only go so far
in riding ronghshod over their preferences on o range of issues. Currently,
there are probably nof foo many issues on which o determined Washingion
capnot get ifs way, but there is o price (0 pay for nobridled anilatecalis,

i

amipolar power s alse lmited by Americans

The extent of &
themseives, il you ask them whether thev think their country should take an
active part in woeld wffaivs. about two frids will uswally respond yes. 1f)
however, vor ask Americans whether they faver a dominant U.S. role, which
s what a ;m:;mm: Wy st ;;Lu i 18 wishes to retain its stafas ¢, then you
Bd 2 much more cantious approach. Thas the anmelar role of the United

States is liomdted by what the public sl elernie, and presidents risk a
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oyery volves theisr countey,

Fature Polarity  Predicting the future contiznration of world power is

y difticnlr beyond Kravihmmmer s sufe-bes

yreddivtion

oy

hat, “no doubt,

3

% abikipelacity will come in time... ... pvwhea) there will he oreat powers coequal

with the united states . Certainly, as the sistements hy Chirac and others
demonstrate, a great deal of ihe diplomatic sirategy of wmany second-tier
powess { such as France, Russia, Ching) centers on hastening the arrival of
that multipolar tune. For example, miny ebservers expressed the reasonable
saspicion that the German and Prench npposition m 2002 to war with Irag,
which prevented the uniied states from getting (LN Security Counci suppurt
of the invasion ,was based in part on » desice (o assert their osn authority in
ihe svsiens.,

Partivelarly if overly aggressive and unilateral U5, policy alarms the

dext tier of powers and drives them into alliance with one another and

apposition to the usited states, or if the vatted states s 5 reluctant hegemon,

then o muitipolar svstem could quiekly reemerged. Some schobars believe thai

4 such a systemn will be state-centric and losk and function much like the

aaditional mudtipolar system that existed in the 197 century, Yet other
schiolars believe that the system is evilving toward becoming a modified

s canultipolay system. They t4ink thay Howill net ook or operate like a traditigai

muliipoiar systexrn becasuse states and atliances are now being joined as

huportant actors by regional and global international ovgapizations, sueh ax
3 o 2 &% oy 4]

ihe European Union (EU and the United Nations CLINY Amalysis believe that
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diese pew types of musior actors will chanoe thye iy seanes i ihe pfernationnd
Sy sie.
Uhe Weakening Western Orientatios of G Interuational System

Another dynamic of the carly 217 century is that fhe dossinant wesiers
orientation of the international sysiem continges io weaken as a result of the
expansion of the nuwmber apd power of now-western states. The colonial
cmpives establishied by the imperial wesicrn powers coftapsed ofter worid war
H, and in the coming years over 100 new conntries have gained independence.
The vast majority of these new countries are ncated in Alrica, Asia, and other
non-western regions. A few, especially Cninn, have achipyed enough power (o
command center stage. bven ihe smalier non western couniries inve gained a
stronger voice ﬂymugh their membership in Wiernationsl orennizations, For
example, non-wesiern couniries now command a4 majority in (he UN geneyd
assembly iind in the Secarity Council the U5, attempt in 2003 to gain suppori
for war with lrag faited because Washington was unabie in persuade such
wounell members as Angola, Mexico, and Paldstan o support the U.S

P Y

positicn.

While the non-western countries Lave many differcnces, they share
several commonalities. Most struggle eennomically, are ethnically /escially not
Kuro white, and share a history of being colonies of or being deminated by

Euro whites. Furthermore, the value svstem of many of these countries diffey

2%

from western values, which form the basis of current infernational law,

concepts of human rights, and other sfandards i ihe international systen:, [t

e
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should not be surprising, that many of these new or newly empowered

coumtries support changes in the international system.
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Adong with the chaaginy

stades, the 217 century system is also beine aifected by the fact that states

starrving role in the world drama has become somewhat less secure.







